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the morrow; indeed his brother-cardinals asked ,,;f|vours
of him, as though he were already in possession^fi^he
Keys. Had he condescended to canvass the other
electors, or to make the slightest exertion on his own behalf,
his election would have been secure.
But, in the morning of that Easter Monday, the French
Archbishop of Avignon, the Lord Alain Coetivy Britto,
Cardinal-Presbyter of the Title of Santa Prassede, created
a diversion against Cardinal Bessarione. "Shall we Latins/*
he protested, "shall we Latins go to Greece for the Head
of the Latin Church? My Lord of Trebizond has not been
among us long enough to shave off his beardl; he is a mere
neophyte, a newcomer to Italy and to the Holy Roman
Church, and shall we set him over us?" All day long the
cardinals debated; but no election was achieved. Night
came, bringing no solution of the difficulty.
On the 8th of April a compromise was suggested. It was
resolved to postpone the contest, by electing an old man
whose life was almost at an end. Therefore a cardinal was
chosen, whose age, in the course of nature, would cause
a new election in the near future; whose colourless charac-
ter neither would alter nor interfere with the traditional
policy of the papacy; who during a long life had eschewed
pomp and vain glory; whose profound learning, wisdom,
i The Lord Clement P.P. VII (Giulio de Medici) 1523-34, aP-
pears on Cellini's lovely medals in a full beard. Probably, in His
case, there was no choice; for, during the Sack of Rome in 1527
by the Lutheran Goths and Catholic Catalans of the Elect-Emperor,
Carlos V., His Holiness was holding the Mola of Hadrian, or Castle
of Santangelo, and enduring the hard privations of a siege. After-
wards He did not shave; and full beards became the fashion for the
clergy. Later, the Lord Alexander P.P. VII (Flavip Chigi), made
the Vandyke beard and upturned mustachio the clerical mode; and,
later still, the whole face was shaved according to the present rale.
But, at the time when the Cardinal of Avignon reflected upon the
Cardinal of Trebizond's beard, there appears to have been a distinct
prejudice in favour of a shaven, indeed of a shorn, pope. This may
be seen in the medals of popes and cardinals of the fifteenth century
(when cleanliness was a mark of gentility), where the large ton-
sure and shaven faces are very noticeable.